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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

Claims 24-45 are currently pending. Claims 1-23 have been withdrawn or cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 24-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matoba US5465472 in view of Takahashi US5471716. 

As to claim 24, Matoba discloses: a multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi- 
part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the 
lanyard connector comprising: (A) a lanyard connector body comprising: a first body portion 20 
that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate (Column 5, Lines 5-10), the first portion 
having a proximal portion 25 and a distal portion 24a, wherein the proximal portion of the first 
portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, and a second body portion 10 (lower half 
of 10 in Figure 2) that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first body portion, the 
second body portion having a proximal portion 16/16 and a distal portion (near 14 in Figure 2), 
the proximal portion of the second body portion selectively, nonrotatably coupling to the distal 
portion of the first body portion; and an attachment 12/15, such that a user can selectively detach 
the first body portion from the second body portion. 
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The difference between the claim and Matoba is the claim-recites :-(B) a neck-extending— 

distally from the distal portion of the second body portion, a distal portion of the neck being 
configured to be disposed within and coupled to a portion of an attachment to thereby form a 
lanyard system, such that a user can selectively detach an attachment from the distally extending 
neck. Takahashi discloses a buckle (see Figures 1 and 3) similar to that of Matoba (see Figure 
2). In addition, Takahashi also teaches a neck 25/26 extending distally from the distal portion 
13a of a second body portion 13, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be disposed 
within and coupled to a portion of an attachment 12 to thereby form a lanyard system, such that a 
user can selectively detach an attachment from the distally extending neck. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the disclosures of Matoba and Takahashi 
before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the single second body portion 10 of 
Matoba to be comprised of two interconnected portions 12/13 as in Takahashi, to obtain a dual 
male body portion connected by a neck to an attachment. The combination of Matoba and 
Takahashi would place the neck assembly of Takahashi between the upper and lower halves of 
the portion 10 in Matoba. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because 
the ability to provide a buckle wherein a male coupling member and a female coupling member 
are freely rotatable relative each other in various directions so that the buckle can fit variant 
shapes of a wearer body and variable movement of the wearer (Column 2, Lines 45-55). 

As to claim 25, Matoba discloses: wherein the first body portion selectively buckles onto 
the second body portion. 

As to claim 26, Matoba discloses: wherein the second body portion comprises a male 
buckle portion that is configured to be selectively disengage d from the first bod y portion, the 
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male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a-distal-portion r the proximal-portion of — 
the male buckle portion comprising a plurality of protuberances 14/14 that selectively couple to 
the distal portion of the first body portion. 

Takahashi teaches: a dual male buckle portion, and (ii) a distally extending split neck 
extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle portion, the neck being configured to 
be disposed within and coupled to a portion of the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating 
engagement with the attachment. 

As to claim 27, Takahashi teaches: wherein the distally extending neck enables the 
attachment to rotate about the neck. 

As to claim 28, Matoba discloses: wherein the second body portion comprises a male 
buckle portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first body portion, the 
male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of 
the dual male buckle portion comprising outer protuberances that are sufficiently flexible to 
selectively couple to the distal portion of the first body portion and an elongate protuberance 13 
positioned between the outer protuberances and configured to selectively fit within a mating 
recess within the first body portion, such that the male buckle portion is nonrotatably coupled to 
the first body portion. 

Takahashi teaches: a dual male buckle portion, and (ii) a distally extending split neck 
extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle portion, the neck being configured to 
be disposed within and coupled to a portion of the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating 
engagement with the attachment. 
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As to claim-29 r Takahashi-teaches:- wherein the distal ly-extending-neck comprises a splits 

neck having first and second opposing tapering portions configured such that the tapering 
portions contact a portion of an attachment when the attachment is mounted thereon. 

As to claim 30, Takahashi teaches: wherein the distally extending neck engages the 
attachment in a snap-fitting relationship. 

As to claim 3 1 , Takahashi teaches: wherein the neck comprises a split neck comprising 
opposing right and left neck members, each neck member comprising a thinner proximal 
member and a distal, wider skirt member, wherein the proximal members collectively form a 
proximal portion having a substantially circular cross section and the skirt members collectively 
form a skirt portion which- tapers proximally, widening as they proceed toward the lanyard 
connector body. 

As to claim 32, Matoba discloses: a multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi- 
part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the 
lanyard connector comprising: (A) a lanyard connector body comprising: a first body portion that 
is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the first portion having a proximal portion and a 
distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the first portion is configured to couple to a 
lanyard substrate; and a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from 
the first body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively coupling to the distal portion of the first 
body portion, and an attachment, such that a user can selectively detach the first body portion 
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-from-the second-body-portion r wherein-the first- and second-body-portions are configured to be 

nonrotatably coupled. 

Takahashi teaches: (B) a split neck extending distally from the distal portion of the 
second body portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be selectively disposed 
within and coupled to a portion of an attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement, to 
thereby form a lanyard system, the split neck having first and second opposing tapering portions 
configured such that the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when the 
attachment is mounted thereon, such that a user can selectively detach an attachment from the 
distally extending neck. 

As to claim 33, Matoba discloses: a multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard 
substrate and selectively couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi- 
part lanyard connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the 
lanyard connector comprising: a female buckle portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard 
substrate, the female buckle portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the 
proximal portion of the female buckle portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; a 
male buckle portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the female buckle 
portion, the male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a distal portion, the proximal 
portion of the male buckle portion comprising a plurality of protuberances that selectively couple 
to the distal portion of the female buckle portion; such that a user can selectively detach the male 
buckle portion from the female buckle portion, wherein the proximal portion of the male buckle 
portion is configured to be nonrotatably coupled to the female buckle portion. 
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Takahashi teaches:-a dual male buckle portion r and (ii) a-distally extending-split neck 

extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle portion, the neck being configured to 
be disposed within and coupled to a portion of an attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating 
engagement with the attachment, wherein the neck comprises a split neck comprising opposing 
right and left neck members, each neck member comprising a thinner proximal member and a 
distal, wider skirt member, the skirt members tapering and widening proximally, such that an 
attachment can be selectively, snap fit onto the split neck in rotating engagement with the split 
neck and can selectively detach an attachment from the distally extending neck. 

As to claim 34, Matoba discloses: wherein the male and female buckle portions are 
configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each other. 

As to claim 35, Matoba discloses: wherein the first and second protuberances each have a 
proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end of each protuberance entering a respective recess 
in the female buckle portion when the male buckle portion is coupled to the female buckle 
portion, and wherein each protuberance includes a distally facing notched portion located 
between a respective proximal and distal end of each respective protuberance. 

As to claim 36, Matoba discloses: wherein the portion of each protuberance extends out 
of the female buckle portion when the protuberances are coupled thereto so as to be exposed 
through a respective recess in the female buckle portion, such that a user can unbuckle the 
protuberances by pressing inwardly thereon. 

As to claim 37, Matoba discloses: a lanyard, comprising: a lanyard substrate; and a multi- 
part lanyard connector that couples to the lanyard substrate and selectively couples to an 
attachment to thereby form a lanyard system , the multi-part lanyard connector enablin g 
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convenient-disengagement-at-multiple coimection-pointSrthe-lanyard-connector-comprising: (A)~- 
a lanyard connector body comprising a first body portion coupled to the lanyard substrate, the 
first portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
first portion couples to the lanyard substrate, and a second body portion that is configured to be 
selectively disengaged from the first body portion, the second body portion having a proximal 
portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of the second body portion selectively, 
nonrotatably coupling to the distal portion of the first body portion, such that a user can 
selectively detach the first body portion from the second body portion. 

Takahashi teaches: (B ) a neck extending distally from the distal portion of the second 
body portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be disposed within and coupled to a 
portion of an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, and can selectively detach an 
attachment from the distally extending neck. 

As to claim 38, Takahashi teaches: wherein the neck comprises a split neck. 

As to claim 39, Matoba discloses: wherein the distal portion of the first body portion 
comprises a female portion and the proximal portion of the second body portion comprises a 
male portion, the male portion selectively buckling into the female portion. 

As to claim 40, Takahashi teaches: wherein the distally extending neck comprises a split 
neck having first and second opposing tapering portions configured such that the tapering 
portions contact a portion of an attachment when the attachment is mounted thereon, wherein the 
distally extending neck engages the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating relationship. 

As to claim 41, Matoba discloses: wherein the second body portion comprises a dual 
male buckle portion that is confi g ured to be selectively disen gag ed from the first bod y portion , 
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the dual-male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal- portion- and -a distal-portion r the proximal-^-— 
portion of the dual male buckle portion comprising a plurality of protuberances that selectively 
couple to the distal portion of the first body portion. 

Takahashi teaches: and (ii) a distally extending split neck extending from an opposing 
side of the dual male buckle portion, the neck being configured to be disposed within and 
coupled to a portion of the attachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement with the attachment. 

As to claim 42, Matoba discloses: wherein a portion of each protuberance extends out of 
the first body portion when the protuberances are coupled thereto so as to be exposed through a 
respective recess in the first body portion, such that a user can unbuckle the protuberances by 
pressing inwardly thereon. 

As to claim 43, Matoba discloses: wherein the male and female buckle portions are 
configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each other. 

As to claim 44, Matoba discloses: wherein the proximal portion of the second body 
portion comprises a plurality of protuberances that selectively couple to the distal portion of the 
first body portion, and the first and second protuberances each have a proximal end and a distal 
end, the proximal end of each protuberance entering a respective recess in the first body portion 
when the second body portion is coupled to the first body portion, and wherein each 
protuberance includes a distally facing notched portion located between a respective proximal 
and distal end of each respective protuberance. 

As to claim 45, Matoba discloses: wherein the second body portion comprises a male 
buckle portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first body portion, the 
male buckle portion havin g: (0 a proximal portion and a distal portion, the proximal portion of 
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the male buckle portion comprising outer protuberances-that-are sufficiently-flexible-to 

selectively couple to the distal portion of the first body portion and an elongate protuberance 
positioned between the outer protuberances and configured to selectively fit within a mating 
recess within the first body portion, such that the dual male buckle portion is nonrotatably 
coupled to the first body portion. 

Takahashi teaches: a dual male buckle portion, and (ii) a distally extending split neck 
extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle portion, the neck being configured to 
be disposed within and coupled to a portion of the attachment in a snap -fitting, rotating 
engagement with the attachment. 

Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed 9/17/04, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 24-45 under Takahashi in view of Takahashi, and further in view of Kasai, and further 
in view of Schneider, have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in 
view of Matoba in view of Takahashi. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Y Ho whose telephone number is (703)305-4556. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J Swann can be reached on (703)306-41 1 5. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application- may -be obtained-from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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JJ Swann 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



